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SIXTH ANNUAL PARK REPORT. 


T’o the Honorable, the Mayor of the City of Indianapolis: 

DEAR Str—We desire to submit herewith the annual report of 
this Board for the year 1900, giving a general statement of work 
done and expenditures made, and to include herewith the detailed 
reports of the Engineer and Superintendent and the Secretary. 

We have to call attention to the general good progress of the 
work, which is now beginning to be apparent. A large part of the 
appropriations go to permanent improvements upon the more re- 
cently acquired parks, and while our funds have not been ample 
to make a large showing, yet enough has been accomplished to ba 
generally appreciated. — 

We wish to call attention to the dam and roadway in Riverside 
Park. ‘This dam is substantially built, and is one of the hand- 
somest masonry structures of its kind in the United States. The 
roadway at present is only a gravel road, but we hope in the near 
future to be able to place a wearing surface upon it, which shall 
make it the equal of driveways of other parks of the country. The 
improvements generally consisted of the grading and improve- 
ment of lawns, roads and walks, the building of additional green- 
houses in Garfield Park and the improvement of street-center plats. 
The growth of a park is a progressive study, and the final working 
out of a pre-arranged plan gives much satisfaction to the members 
of a Park Commission and its officers, as well as the public gen- 
erally. Every year presents new ideas, which, when treated in 
conjunction with other developments, goes to make the pleasing 
whole. | | 

The reports inclosed herewith—that of the Engineer and Supei 
intendent and of the Secretary—give the details of all work prose 
euted during the year and the expenditure of funds for such work. 

Respectfully submitted, 


M. A. Downina, 
CHARLES -E. CorFIn, 
Isaac KING, 
Gro. MERRITT, 

Board of Park Commissioners. 


SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT OF ENGINEER AND 
SUPERINTENDENT. 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND., December 31, 1900. 


To the Honorable, the Board of Park Commissioners of the City 
of Indianapolis, Indiana: | 
tENTLEMEN—I have the honor to present herewith a report, 
giving in detail the work accomplished in each park during the 
past year. 
GARFIELD PARK. 


The principal work of this park was maintenance, which con- 
sisted in the cleaning and raking of lawns, removal of dead wood 
from the trees, the raking and rolling of.roads and the planting of 
trees, shrubs and flowers. A walk composed of a gravel base and 
stone screening surface was laid from the footbridge over Pleasant 
Run to the stone bridge over Bean Creek. 

Four additional greenkouses were built, which materially helps 
the florists in growing plants and flowers for the various parks. 
During the late fall the large shelter-house in this park was burned, 
together with three hundred seats, which had been stored for win- 
ter. ‘The fire occurred in daylight, and it has been impossible to 
ascertain the cause of it. 

The floral display was good, and the number and kind of plants 
used are as follows: 








Ageratum variegatum :...5.. 3 4.050% 1460s Ok DAG se ele ee 2,710 
Ageratum, blues... Pe Lt AA Bei cet nl eae hrs ee nas pe 898 
PASEOLS lee eek BE a ae ie, em Dia ace te ett 925 
Avaves »Mexicanoe:)<4)).j20e 5 fa oles Soe ee ee ioe Goa 17 
Achyranthus -Lindenti : v2 22.5 at cb ie ae ee ee ee a 1,460 
Acalypha—Macafeana, Marginata, ete... 2...) ies. /.0 0)... 9. 670 
ADutilors tices inbecs clk a i Fae REA aed 5 lage 2 te ieee ca ao 33 
Alternanthera 
Paronchoidés’ 06). 65. a Sad Ss ee 4,886 
Paronchoides! major. i405 i. ens eee aie te ea se 7,250 
AU CR NAM ese har Oe in ee ey Re a ie eager 8,384 
TriGOlor | Wy. sic ek peice hic owe, owes hed ae PIE EP ReR eek tt aa 2,980 


Versicolor2-53 2) Ee I ere an ee ter Le 2,407 
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ase SR Ee ETE I ot ne oa 385 
AEE CoB STC Aces Sia 2 oe (Re ee 1,968 
IE CSNTI OT GAT cee a Oe i eg bag as eo dsniclany' as viene noes 265 
I oie Ee ieee Ane are Fa citiela lw xia een vila poe Siuio els, Galle w 6 6s 447 
ETE TIMES Preeti UPON Yee tet tS he Cer eS sk 3 alae atace wth os 860 
eRe are Re Se eee ers sag ala Gg) ancl ia ie e Melos a a0, av ates ates ove 140 
TE aire ed EONS hel Fy cal Sa ah Are SR 120 
Cuphea— 
OES SOR GSE i uc SEN de iar ee a 640 
TONS ab rl SE a ag aie 22s hat Pa) oe a eT 215 
Bneememmererrrinmg, C) VATICLICS?, . afi. Caines ce et ee ee ee ee eee’ 1,050 
ME eee TLE Nc a al yep calc wis elV !eery vas 3 ge elec wleldje nce ress 285 
eT one, Nek) a). fied 4 swe eles ale to v0 ong diele ae ov ae ieee ov 385 
ELOY S DM API Sat tere ahr Rd iin «abcde SS'e ke ew tes 88 
RR CES men Sen els) Ee oS GV als Dei blatua ve ee weed ee dee 80 
Cannas—Named varieties— 
TONES a DE a nn > a ena 4 
RE ETS irre ey he och d bets wc ipivla eG Thales eee Muay ode ey fi 
ERE UU Ay ehat ts once eas face. e450 olin tharsge Pe egies wee ee May Laon 6 595 
UIT» abs SA SS SE ER a PAL ee er 40 
1 apesna! SERNS SSS Sa ar ae ig 9, aa 5! 
as ENC Uc 6 Vie ti dea en Seis, apalevatied e's 6 o.0 aieieliece se") © 50 
EE ES AG RS ns BR a 12 
EE TC OAM etn i haste eal aldediice cord cies Go Sls oe elala tye aD 
NN iE PW rave relat teehee ao vie mike cigte sen ae See ceca eee 65 
I Ure ee ae OA RNS Gees, wis oh ask oie 8 o/c ec see 233 
I MME ha nara tie aly iin eis siargi ok aos wie does. seers 33 
MPMETIIVIG) Poke ee ec de Se eek oe 2 2 OGL SAAS SEE eS a wait 38 
EI RS CRE OPE nae ere oO 
NPN EAN eg Pe eles gb kia Seeilel'e wv Nie ewe ee dae 167 
ISS cree Fag aa te RS a en Ane a a 114 
I TSCM TIC tg oe ie sie gay lees nots lade nie lb ap elae § 968 
TSE CECE SES Se OSE SE ais eo eae 350 
ae ieee haha eee yo, oes tis alae Ss ee bos de ss we 385 
RPO TOGA EL oe wis ce ale cc Se tk bie ee HAM pee eee eee 1,050 
aE ER TR SPRY ieee Stars lle Wal as ols. hucas u fo0%en, Gua feeW vce ley so acbind'ee bs 18 
REPEC CCH Re ehMac auc eee slave ae Gate Ve kce e's wc s SEs dp oa he 660 
I eee POE RS we ee 2, sided Lisl g oa, Bud 4d we Me we od 1,280 
NE MPM ere Tatra Ng iene Gia eae ects. oer oe teeiela oe Taare veo, coe he pees 75 
I sae hn Were ee Ge te BO des cy wa'vlang Sod gs bia hd alee els 840 
NMI AMUR OER eee Day gee e cia daterctptenel Ga ae oak Ce. he ak Pe 1,320 
Geraniums— 
Meee LILGL VY OSU t5h.) btn). ssc tre otal A ene eth oaks L152 
Hetherianthe ..... ee RSE be Gu ed da A a ERT OE Mel i a 1,93 
MSE TeR I LGV th late, tk a) ee ea enor Wa CN EOE tt a ty ot 570 
TNT RS A er Se ene aay Ve a re oe 2,128 
MIRE I IOW ATU Soe OS oe eet Gam eee eels, Wes aa ds Fs 210 
ea EE Lil Peta th Wye se) oaks Ak chia, UPate RE aah be cence evap Liga 580 
OES SSE TTIW ke OBES ABU ee oe ae aE A 268 
UR SARL S TUE ay esd il ROR cole AS, Da eo 2 es Oe rr 845 
TE RDIS GA din ila Gy Hooves “Cate Sit es eee 0 9 Lene a Sept I ne 920 
Bem SOA Teel Lace a Fe th, HIS, 3: toss wena Sb MHI OR ids lg eo Ne Gr ee abe, 410 
PRM Ie CRORES N chat eee ey 7, MCR Teh 2 ns Wa Wid od Wheels me es 1,280 
PRUNES POD VALE tedy yn OS Pah, a i oe de Se ced aa GPE ce Bie es Cote Tees 340 
ete Ce NOT VELL ALR OPS Maced mht keene, 8 ERE As hale viv ea ona tw e's 950 


SSE OL Celsa Chay Olid Maren Oey AE a's Se ee SS NS ie Oa acs 340 


Mesembryanthemum <./.....6.00¢0 00000000 ee oes 6 7 0 ee 
INUUNDETTIA oo. bs aS ONE TG bo wb a ee eek er potsiels ne 230 
MMIC getttle S lel Sb Fiat dv aut eid are «ender anh bp teble pe eee bee oo rr 110 
Peristrophe ....... 0... ese eae eee ce aes ceo oa ss sly ise sete 3,780 
Pepper trees...... 06.0. de eee ceed ne eet cae e oes «een 45 
Phlox;hardy “0. 26... alee ole es isles ayiae ete Nel ot aa 66 
Phiox: Drummondii... 0... 0.03005 20¢000s06 5 025 0a ee 580 
Pandannus.” Veitchii..... 5.6.6. 0fe ano ole oe heel ane 44 
Salvia splendens. -. 0.6.0. e ee weet wee eek cone d= ol ahe ie een 820 
DPhunbergia. o.oo ee ce ee eteeie dole te ee oe ae rr 370 
TOUTCNMIA§ 6 os vies v's ee lobe bob o's 4 we a mle le wie eae ee 176 
VINCAS oo ee cs sine cee wo meg bole wl ele wees ee lesan 475 
TRY DISCS. 2. so sx + cos eae: hae ae eee ee Perey 34 
Helianthus, hardy, double. .... 0... 2. 5.0. 220s oe ee 520 
Helianthus, hardy, single....... ov... ee. < we sm os Pet. 


Total number of beds planted, Bl. 
MILITARY PARK. 


The lawns were raked and kept in good condition. The roads 
were raked, and im the fall oyster shells were placed upon them 
in the northeastern part of the park. 'These, when mashed down 
and several inches deep over roads, make ideal roadways. An 
electric light was placed over the display fountain and one in the 
gentlemen’s toilet-house. A toboggan slide was also erected, 
which gives much pleasure to the children when there is snow. 
Many people frequent this park in the summer, and it is now being 
maintained in a very orderly manner. All the vacant places where 
trees had formerly stood along street lines, new trees were planted, 
and in the park were planted several weeping willows, magnolias, 
red buds and dogwoods, as well as a large number of shrubs and 
evergreens, which will be enumerated further on. 

The floral decorations of this park were very good, and consisted 
of the following: | 


Alternanthera 





° Paronchoides’ ... 06.5 bg bs ee Be 2B sae eee eh 1,645 
Paronchoides \.ma jor .n0. ee wae a ete. 720 
TUCOIOL os ee oa ose 0 ee le sowie hin lel laie ecole Sie nb nethetealbatta ta Ie Neat Oh 3,852 
yA iba: ae hit: RUE Nak 987 
VersicOlor 6... hes Seino heel eb apps )e ta ite nea oe steels nga os a a 1,122 

Ageratum, blue. .. 2.2 oi5. Sos o's bu bebe whe wet desl ene eel ane ene 460 
Ageratum, ’ variegata,. < .f..5/. | 0d 5 0so.0l elm tis wilete be eu Fly seein gt es to aha ne 970 
Achyranthus. Lindenli..... ... 2 2..0c2 Sep we ee 435 
fe) [-) 1). en oes ee CRT MERE Kn Oe eT he 3,180 
Cannas— 
Beandale .. oss sae Sa o showies olewiee dos a 6 ee Os seen 280 
Ry cA. McKean. oes 55 he ciliates nie om ele eA dene Fe eat 116 
Madam: Crozy wb. kth coy i dictde eof eels ees are en 116 
Queen? Charlotte... fo.) Se nn alee mecteloie ee ee 113 
Mra: R. A." MeKeand, 22. cise so ecs fo os a in ke aoe 124 
Mixed ‘yellow 2... cen ea Keedesseeve set sult ys 4 eu Gers 9 er 155 


Urea. wera © peace. ese aie ole lavela ob @ RSE ala had vw & Sour ahaee ts nene ely ane 220 
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AN UNFINISHED LAKE—RIVERSIDE PARK. 








7 
Geraniums— : 
OCP ADPS Mos oO WN DOG ai Reals nv an rr a a 320 
eH take A PME Ay Sd ord tra)? aces trac Me 6 ea od oc alo eee eR oe Chas 320 
RO UANEITSS As So Se Se a 584 
ea ae eS ELL Ua Pe Me to! gas ad ak dc thtaccatale ere bly BES s aw of Diels Ges be 584 
EES TR VES RG Pe cap tae Ge AG ee ce Si Oak hs ape ore 320 
RTE OR eee ena Shay pl ub ae costae seis ¥ Hes Qe 8/6 260 
Th SE eer ta Fi ih alan vie U6 Jt oe yb. ole ols e's oe wince wate Seley 640 
EE Cr ee Oe he a sche Ps tc eves een eas bee 410 
RTE Ser re DE ee ow gin Gualld « d gleleiea Wek 28 
I FY sr OL ae Ge rath UN tg Sayed veces ave,§ Wate 100 
Ro at Fe ON Wie lobetole Giaralofs ict wyele.e nev a 6 oe deg 2d 8 eh eee care 300 


The shrubs and evergreens planted were as follows: 


ETOCS RAI DOLCR  y . cy a ess ev ete ee wes OWEN 5° 655... ais om.0 nh ces 38 
ere Daniculata PTandiflora.. ..... 6 ae pee eee eke tte 33 
eenerGe vONPIPeS,, ... 2... es ee fee MR ce feos pias a4 oa 142 
RE LPs ar salchs: cis" re' 3 c's se Si vee 4 ations o 6g «Fit a Hse dis he wis 23 
MGS a Fore te Soc as 50's ac Pa Tie ee che le cle ps Soe tate 18 
i ELAS Ga CPS let oY Se ec Sel 27 
IE CETUS Py cst fee. dal J) 50 yes eat wc gl bss kg oe nut UES 
IE Not PE es hs a ais ater attie vcs eles 6 seule plane os 15 
SERIE has Tale a et 2 ee 37 
Eee leat viaversGiie och OG hada Y tex lcs 9 ves eee hae as 32 
OST (ls SECS Dey een ae 0 ft rr ree 52 
UIT Wen GG, sua uel clea Si ce Mie aietere. 210% © 66 6 3 ey 18 
II ETON ae, ere og CN Oe ogi Face ie cls Gk See ee oe 80 
TIRES ae AO OE 1 a 44 
EEE t et rns te OTA fica tye pcg tales «oes 82 
NS SESE ce ale Se Siriaas ort ar 16 
Eee OE ote s wa Sie LG Vis. «oiled bole ogee jessie & <0 notes 0 aby 30 
I re De Mert TT Sie eos. kbs hie ireis wee oie oo aes wate ae Se 45 
Re TA, eer ans 6s) ia dies Olt eleinceieieis sla aye sp erslagabe by. 
I fee 0 Pig eta nog ss pipe! nib sel net, bl e: nlas fh eon 8 w Kiet e leas 18 
Evergreens— 
HL LIENS (20M TSS es a 15 
MRRMMRe MINT TH WAS: Ne eters i)s od due bese 0b lace os gi DADRA: sot»). et Fee Sa 5 
TER MN Meese ee Sm, oo eels shen’ + pg, Gees He + Bocaire, SPOON Secseas + 
SE ME Se SoC OE Ge egy shales kt prs Can tise were ewe Ba 6.8 10 


Number of beds, 26. 


UNIVERSITY SQUARE 


Was kept in a very nice condition, the lawns and walks being raked 
and cleaned many times during the year. The edges of the gravel 
walks were edged and a number of poor trees replaced with better 
ones along street lines. In the interior of the square were planted 
two magnolias. | 

This square is devoid of shrubbery, the planting being of palms 
and other plants to give it a tropical appearance. In summer it 
is indeed beautiful. 


8 


‘he following is a list of all planting: 


Acalypha—Macafeana, Miarginata, etc..................s) eee 472 
Alternanthera, § yarietiés............5...000000+c50+7) 4,928 
Achyranthus’ \Jindenii /2...... 00... 00. baw cae oye Ee 226 
AGOTOLUM ec Fri Mees Ps 2 a eek Po te ils ae an nee ae 620 
Cannas, 3. varjeties.... 00.06... os a's s chee me oe 342 
Weheveria 20.665 se eee es Leeda wd wus nee On Roe 1,460 
WOLSTIS RS Fie ge 5 4b ou Sle race's hulle co yh PS Sete Meet ae 2,746 
ANBHETICUM (fio Re ie ole be teens oy wend be eee 950 
Wiscus Elastica, variegata....63.......0n.c.ehors » oun On 50 
Musa, Enseta—Superba and Cavendishii................i..00 +4500 8 
INEOUOTIA SE Ae Niwas fad eke Cee tote bee aye eee tas 24 
Aspadiptra DLurida 4.62... 6.4.44 vss da ee tes 2h oe oe 22 
Begone. inn. 0 ee bee aed Vee dG eee hee ee 220 
FOOSE PECL WALA Gr arae,.. se sats ak, eee See 90s hee 12 
Pangannus’ Veitehii)..-.. 6.6.5.6. ce eno e ule «+ eyelets enn 13 
Pamdannus utilis: 2.00. ¢ 22 <a. veces was Bombe fae + 
Latania  Borbotiica 1.65 os... «ase « cnc nstedean ee vor p nose seheae 41 
Lewistonta. rotundifolia 0... 18 5. Sa os 2 
Bhawis sfiabellitormis |.) sis 1+ seats Rew eri yor ih. vy ena 8 
Seaforthia® elegans yo) .....0. 500.0 es oe wane oe ee pee | 
PHATIS@POTUA och Gis wivis ew e's aie & sos chao wield nt ties calaeee eee nine oe9 sen 12 
Yuces aloifolia and variegata ...:...[...,..2.+.55 > +n 2 
Kentia Belmoriana:..)..... 2.0.0.4. sec8 cee lew ste 5 ee eel eee 24 
Kefitia “Posteriana «ij. Ys seeps «bel aca ate Wan toe een gee 4 
0-0 (i eee rene MMA eC rks 4 
Areca litesteng ie ye bain. iscsi eee Parte! 15 
Areca’ Verschailel tii... o.:. «is sce « eye ob, eh eterna, arene ee 2 
Araucaria excelsa glauca s.00. 0... 050 D2 OVe Rg ae ee 6 
Cocas,Wendlelliama co. p05 5 Heise ws nls bixyale ewes tees, oe tle ie 2 
Corypha ‘Australis 2722 o bs aF es teenie eee) eatUn ee nee a 3 
Cycas: revolutait yo sale sec ateieed Cites a's aie )e te DW lane ieie le tienen 13 
Dracena— 

Draco and.) fragrans. oi 4 oie ee oi ne vce 0 3 

Lindenii and* massangeand,, 2... 42 6.) 2 Ae cw o's ine 4 


ST. CLAIR SQUARE. 


The lawns were raked and sprinkled many times during the year 
and the place kept in nice condition. During the past season the 
rains were generally well distributed, which made constant mow- 
ing of grass a necessity in this, as well as the other parks. 

Trees were planted in a number of places, but all trees between 
the walk and the curb on St. Clair street have been removed be- 
cause the space is too narrow to permit a tree to grow without it 
being burned by the heat reflected from the street and walk. 

The following plants and flowers were planted: — 


Alternantheras; 5 varieties .)...4.).00..05.. 0 vow Ge chee ole hy ee 8,400 
Periswinicle ate ea ow een Ue ee eee "et sue aos se, 06 345 
Marigold as ancl icin scone 52 gptela in Son 8 aa eee a 265 
Ainneas 4 ley ee. A Sid elha enw ie Sukie W-Oy ec le why tote uss cd Cle tye he eae te oa a tet 425 
Calendula, tin ces. cee tea e wie llcily. = Ainley ble) Neth Meallgs ico? Atal otataetat sna 260 
STN tat: Bees Se ee nn PPAR NEAR ET EE MET 255 
Gaillardia i cours ol tio vo yer nb Braces or ee aaa ae eee 270 


Bula lia 25 Gelewic Portes eb x eee ae ab eee a oS ara evga a ae eee 35 
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Helianthus— 

ata s Wem eh Th ERC OTR IECE LSS OMe 98 G8 eee LS Se dae g COT a's, a ies wih a oak aoe 160 

PEE SRO Nig Mat A= 4 soar aus steeds Fs wpe Swe Soe eo 8 185 
CEM MRSS TELE LIS hot ee eine yeaa as aN cane vhearka eae § 1,716 
MOTUS Se eee, an spare dy dnis as ee ack es wots tee i Pye theme eee ett ree 255 
ee eee ene fee firs Tosh an ihe ey vale eh tales ware ee a ehacsys oe 790 
TIE AAs Rae one yp) cso goles ine ems Eiamave Bring ©}, ¢ viniagy wit a oe 235 
et Re re re ee Oa ae flees hs Cea de eters ¢ be, agave sen 270 
I er sr Pr Aen ie ae ae Sent s 8 ee Gg ele es 89 
RTE RE Pr ees a eaten the Pie BY So eig ees Shee ew eee ds 35 
TOU OR yh, pty aad NU ON pss ie We land were eo ge es 539 


Number of beds, 20. 


FLETCHER PLACE. 
This triangle was kept in nice condition and the lawns were fre- 
quently raked, mowed and sprinkled. This is one of the brightest 
little spots in the city, and the plants used there were as follows: 


UN ZAP: CESS TC Cr a er ee 594 
ae TP AE oii, Sle. ca igiaie vid bo: Ks 4 os we dla peat see se 110 
ONE ESTE Ge Ws S00 hea es Pe ic ee ee 120 
EI et OE er ie ree Fick, os ee eieieisne wis 6 eee ee be tele eee ee be 330 
NE eee I ee galas dees 4 aie We Siare Ob Ble Be alee 25 
1 BAP TITRIEE  Srg: gs sna or 198 


Number of beds, 5. 
SPADES PLACE. 


The improvements of this place have gone slowly, but steadily, 
forward, and it has been kept clean. A number of trees were 
planted on the street lines. 


STREET CENTERS. 


The streets with parkings in their centers are as follows: 


East Eleventh street. 
New Jersey street—Morton Place. 


Alabama street— Morton Place. 
Delaware street— Morton Place. 


Oriole street. 
Fletcher avenue. 

During the summer the street railway tracks were removed from 
South street and the north end of Fletcher avenue, and in these 
places parkings were made and placed under control of this office. 
They were graded, curbed and a fifteen-foot fountain basin built 
on South street, opposite Irving Place. Crocuses and tulips were 
planted in these new plats. 

All street centers were kept in nice condition and planted with 
foliage plants and flowers, those streets whose centers are devoid of 
trees being especially nice. 


10 


The following plants were used in the beds of these streets: 


Alternantheras, 6 varieties .. 0... ..c.0.).4. 500s us woe. pe 3,836 
Ageratum—Variegata and blue 2... 4.0, 0¢.000+. 1.55) enn nn 2,596 
Ach yramthus sigue. ae ok fa 28 le sao a eee oie tPA Ge oleate ea 855 
Caladium esculentum ....... eo 249 
Cannas, 10 varieties ........ 2. 6s «cess ov wpe bien hy ene 1,698 
Geraniums, 7 varieties... 2s 12.4 006m «4 > 0 chee eee 5,210 
PSR LVL a en F aioes w wie fw S svcd ale Goaee giun 2 tele 0 be cela cee eee 835 
CSOTOTIS oy 2 eh eon See cw oo v0 th 0 wip ech pe lle OF al dre, aie hie lerce pete ae er 1,162 
Golden ‘eather... «05 2)'.-o4 orate eka eee oa Ppa ae ee 255 
Gentaurea ‘gymmnocarpa | .%.5..5:. 42 sigs oo owe sate eee pce Wie rec ai eb 


Total number of beds, 98, distributed as follows: 


Three streets in Morton Place.......... 72 beds. 
Fletcher aventie< i see eee ee eee 12 beds. 
Hendricks street. 2. sees see ee ee 6 beds. 
Kast Eleventh streets. co ees. see 8 beds. 


These centers form a beautiful addition to any street, and there 
should be more of them. 


BROOKSIDE PARK. 


Other than the grading of roads, no improvements were made 
in this park during the year. The place was maintained in an 
excellent manner, and every person who visits the place is much 
pleased with it. Dead wood was removed from the trees and the 
whole park cleaned. 

GREENLAWN. | 


This cemetery was kept in as good condition as possible, and 
order was preserved. Sunken graves and water holes over the 
place ‘have been filled in, and some dressing done on the bank of 
the river. 

HIGHLAND SQUARE. 


This square was kept in good condition, and during the summer 
stone screening walks were put in. The lack of funds prevented 
further work. 

MORRIS SQUARE. 


This square was kept in a neat, cleanly condition. 


INDIANOLA SQUARE. 


No improvements were made during the year, nearly all having 
been completed. This place was kept in better condition than 
any place in the city, and is a very handsome place. 

The flowers were as follows: 


Gannas, Egandale 240i! . cone ts vu vv ae Blew s Ppt -y cle pacer 176 
Centaured  @yMMOCarpa 2.0.0. wee les en wala ede oa awk e NW ee ee 198 
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Geraniums— 
TESS TNR VPS Sa RS OS ee a ee Oa 365 
Ee abn ht eee osc Lites oe e's, Se rec oS here eB'n dF gia Welw we 365 


Number of beds, 3. 


M CARTY PLACE. 


This triangle was kept in its usual good condition, and is much 
used as a neighborhood park. 


RIVERSIDE PARK. 


The improvement in this park can now be seen. During the 
summer the dam across White River was completed, and is possibly 
the handsomest dam in this country. When the river is full and 
running over the dam, it presents a sight worth going to see. The 
roadway running from the site of the dam to Thirtieth street, a 
distance of two miles, was finished and put into use. I had hoped 
that our appropriations for the coming year would permit us to 
place a proper wearing surface upon it, but I am of the opinion 
that it cannot be done for some time yet. 

About midway of the park, on the west side of the river, an old 
channel was cleaned out and deepened, having a depth of three 
feet when the water is running over the dam. ‘This cuts off a 
wooded piece of land, making an island of about twenty acres. A 
rustic bridge has been built to this island, and the whole surround- 
ings are very picturesque. ‘The piers and anchorages for the two 
footway suspension bridges have been placed, and in the near 
future the bridges will be erected. 

Much labor was expended upon maintenance, and it was with 
difficulty that the weeds were kept down. ‘This work will be less 
onerous each year, for the blue grass is gradually taking hold of 
the place. About four hundred bushels of blue grass seed were 
sown in the fall, and I think an additional one thousand or twelve 
hundred bushels will give the blue grass a complete mastery of the 
place. 

A nine-hole golf course was laid out and maintained at a cost 
of $1,153.00, and during the summer and fall a few persons played 
golf. 

The north hillside on the deep cut on Thirtieth street was graded 
and sloped until it has an absolutely natural appearance. It was 
then sown with blue grass seed and a few shrubs and evergreens 
planted upon it. 

The grading about the residence was completed. Much grading 
and the building of bowlder walls was done about the bear pit, im- 
proving the surroundings very much. 
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Thirtieth street was widened and graded, as were also the roads 
leading into the grove containing the buildings at Thirtieth street. 

The bridge on Thirtieth street, over White River, was erected 
by the county twenty-three years ago, and is now inadequate for 
the demands upon it. This bridge has no sidewalks, and on cer- 
tain days it is dangerous for pedestrians to cross the bridge. There 
should be a new bridge placed here in the very near future. A 
bridge should also cross White River, at the north end of the park, 
at as early a date as possible. 

Nearly 5,000 trees and shrubs were planted during the fall 
months. These were generally planted in large groups, and from 
the stock planted there should be very little loss. The soil of the 
bottoms in many places being unfit for young trees, large holes 
were dug and soil from the uplands placed therein. The division 
line between the park and the property of the Water Company, a 
distance of about 900 feet, was planted with three rows of various 
kinds of small growing trees and shrubs, which, when grown, will 
form a compact mass. 

The list. of trees planted in this and other parks during the past 
fall are as follows: 


River- Gar- Mili- St. India- 

: side. field. tary. Or’le. Spa. Clair. nola. 
Oriental, Planestece ete ee 435 2 25 res 52 1 20 
Sugar Maples.c.emes, aia 456 = 128 11 5 Ls 6 4 
Norway Maplesie..cs no: oer 259 55 1 re re - 
Lindens: seweukealta teen ee 383 78 Ye in 46 1 
Horse’ Chestnut ait eee rca oe 2484 9 
Sweet Guim cece cer racte poe eee 175 6 iy a 
Elms sss reset oe eee eee 438 50 8 1 
Pine .Oaks.-¢ eee Eee eee 169 38 1 
Valip-Doplatsimrarcn sis se eer 189 4 1 
Dogwoodsi'. tue Leonie seen tie 162 32 6 
Red -Bads«.s sce 7 eee eee ce 83 = 10 
Corts \s.6 - 24h eae ee 57 
Black *Walnuts..<s«o58 helene ete 1000 ¥ i 
Weeping Willows............. 80 16 4 .- 
Maonolias<. «vs - se eheey ee ene 38 5 v 3 
Tartarian ‘Maples. /22....4.2.% 25 - 


The shrubs planted in Riverside Park are as follows: 








Hleagnus longipes 6.2 5d... bi elec genteel a eke Pec easiest yee 85 
Rhodotypus kerrioides.. 027-09 ao9 See ee ee ene ener ee 75 
Calycanthwus: Floridus 60. S25 a) epics as tte nts = la caters eine 25 
Wiegelia—Candita, -Despoisii and Hortensis rubra................. 30 
Deutzia verenata (ccc 06 yk oF spc nate eo es Pecans ce eee 30 
Spirea Vopifoldia a. i's Ss Was lela, anne cole ate ata ele on 15 
Forsythia, Fortunii-and, Viridissima - 20.42 29.42) 55). > eee 50 
Spirea—Floraplena, callosa, prunifolia, Douglassii and robusta...... 25 
Ligustrum ovalifolium > 00. fa cule: <a: bie ona se va 163 
A CerePi DE UT e ha ek ct plekd o Seek UR SAS eee, ee wap tah tate cal tte eee 30 
Cormus SS aS NGA: © yen py ims oe oles plaka dae oo, we eed ae eee ee Ay mek) 


Fy pexieiine , ane in, sah gio gon ope ades last able gs heel oe settee 65 
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EIEt, CADACENSISDD opis wenn vue SNaY bid dbus cle Slee _ 30 
Andromeda—Mariana and Arborea ......... oy Ne Re a ee 95 
IE SEONG waren ye! trary nh ea ates ev case halve BT ad se ee 25 
SITE NETO Tey Sie 5 ia ieee sold sine’ hear | oy et a 10 
INEPT MNES) NEEL) CMe era ata ie etn ot aot ia Z eteiaeis wt Aing 84 8 4s aye kes 60 
RE TREE ete te RNeasy ey ee apt athe ceclic Gear Wi bcs Rie coe + a oe 25 
eC R eT DUS eTACEMOSIIG o). fake Kes ee eee ae ee eh ee be 25 
ENR TEM Ae a em Met AS cere use kor oa wile, Rian ele ote tah de) dao, 0 0'lm 25 
a eT PGS a ac sa) an, shia WT Ad ST ated ws ae Coe hes 25 
Animals. 


One of the most entertaining features of our parks is the collec- 
tion of animals in Riverside Park. Many people think the park 
should be filled up with animals of all kinds and large numbers 
of each kind, but this is not the idea in park affairs. Specimen 
animals are what are wanted, and then only enough of each to be 
entertaining and instructive. We have now some good specimens 
of the following animals, fowls, birds, ete. : 

Two elk. 

Eight deer. 

Six foxes, 

Two coons. 

Five monkeys. 

Two black bears. 

Two white rabbits. 
Two fluffy owls. 

Four English pheasants. 


Five Chinese golden pheasants. 
Two doves. 


These are not packed together, as in most cities, but sites ‘for 
their abodes were selected for the natural advantages, and they are 
well separated. : 

These few animals attract many people to the park, and they 
are especially entertaining to the children. : 


GENERAL. 


Much has been accomplished in a general way, and to the person 
who remembers conditions five years ago many changes will be 
apparent. 

In Riverside Park the most work is to be done, and now, the 
beginning of the work, substantial construction should go on. 

One of the first necessities in a park is a water system, for with- 
out water but little suecessful growing can be done. Every tree 
planted this season must be watered for the next five years, if we 
are to expect good results from them. The second year they will 
require more water and care than at any other period. As it is 
now, we will have to haul water for over four thousand trees and 
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shrubs, and I desire that a water system be started this coming 
year by erecting a standpipe and such other parts of a system as: 
we may be able to build. 

Some other means for obtaining money for park purposes should 
be found, and it is doubtful what may be accomplished under the 
existing conditions, when one year’s appropriations may vary 
ereatly from another. If this Board had a fair-sized sum set 
apart by legislative enactment—a sum which would enable them 
to carry on the work intelligently year after year—then the parks 
would show to better advantage ten years hence than if they pro- 
ceed with just what money they happen to get from time to time. 

I trust that my administration of the business of this Board for 
the past year has been perfectly satisfactory. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. CLYDE POWER, 
Engineer and Superintendent, 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF BOARD. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., December 31, 1900. 


To the Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Indian- 
apolis, Ind.: 
GENTLEMEN—I have the honor to submit herewith a financial 

statement of the park funds for the fiscal year ending this day. 

Very respectfully, 
Bert L. FEIBLEMAN, 
Secretary Park Board. 
TABLE I. 
Appropriations, Hxpenditures and Balances, 1900. 





Account. | Appropriated. | Expended. | Balance. 
Maintenance ...... ae $47,680 00 $46,744 91 $935 09 
Dmprovemients............ 33,000 00 32,892 17 107 83 
oc, uh ae 6,930 00 6,118 78 811 22 


30,000 00 


“Street Railway park fund 4 27,261 98 (bal.) 
) Z ; 


\ 21,500 00} 35,761 95 











Miscellaneous park fund { a oe aes \ ee 25 BO 1,363 01 
Purina of land... 5.5% Hae DAI.) Per \nigw ele cc's ats @ 265 38 
SERS oes gis acs os in 0 $146,525 34 £107,280 86) $39,244 48 





* NoTE.—The annual payments by the Street Railway Company for the years 1899 
and 1900, were carried on the books as an independent fund, and so treated and drawn 
on by the Park Board. But by an opinion rendered by the City Attorney September 
18, 1900, and a decision by Judge Carter of the Marion Superior Court, it was held that 
such annual payments by the company were a source of revenue for park purposes, to 
be applied to expenditures therefor, which were authorized by the Council, and that 
such fund could not exist asa fund independent of or in addition to the regular appro- 
priation of such Council. Accordingly the fund must be discontinued on the books as 
an independent fund, and the above balance merged into the general fund. The an- 
nual payment will hereafter be placed in the treasury and applied to any of the appro- 
priations made by the Council for park purposes.—City Attorney. 


TABLE II. 
Park Expenditures by Months, 1900. 


MEIER ee 7. 06500 0y caus) iS a-5 Co. | aia bie kate en aap e eee ald kes $38,911.55 
ER ER BE oes che Uo aff on! ots ph sei nde Gm eae SNE oe hs paeeieler ace 2,220.47 
EE a Re A Re So ee eo oo 3,226.65 
NR so eg arcs MICE ATs acs ots ate Yat s bisa oe Sedat min ss bie eho 2,973.57 
Oty gC nrg Vale 6 ovo nck Sop'g sustig, setae ate we Mere ese a." os 0! cha, 6,838.96 
EE TE Cy iat ad «Sine «bis 5 -9'k Stegig Ae etnauls weed bh atedee 8,003.19 
sen ie Cita. Ginn t fae ahs Seep ietaml pk a cv es oa ee 7,459.79 
OG an cra GR oy Pee gible weaned dink alee 3h Aare Fv acere”e'd vw « 5,951.69 
Se Sa Eh I OAT a, 0) ver ec en 5,964.55 
IESE res. 220 Va Sy hE Se ete ae ORTLENE tetas. o's Ss sneva o aroie 6,759.77 
LE Se! SR Sa ot ROS, yo.) Oe eet ea 15,490.35 


Se oa SR 2 Bs ie a SARA alah Oc a a 3,480.32 


RCH Ee oer AL ett es Siow ayes Ae x a,c, slots a a Fiw alee Os oe $107,280.86 
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